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Firestorm over proposed sales tax
Mayor rips commissioners, calling them “unpatriotic” and potential “school wreckers” over tax idea

By Don Ireland
Senior Reporter

While the Gilpin County Commissioners haven’t 
discussed whether they plan to put a countywide 
sales tax on the November ballot, circulating 
rumors about the proposal have created a political 
firestorm.

Among those assailing any such plan are Black 
Hawk Mayor David Spellman and members of his 
Board of Aldermen, who wasted no time criticiz-
ing the county leaders during their Feb. 25 council 
meeting. The potential ballot question and the 
lack of patriotism at BoCC meetings were targets 
of Black Hawk’s displeasure with the county com-
missioners.

Pledge of Allegiance
Spellman’s first round of ammo was launched 

when the council and audience members were 
about to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance, 
which occurs as part of the traditional start of the 
bi-monthly meetings.

Said the mayor, “I say it’s shocking, even dis-
graceful, that the county commissioners refuse to 
begin their meetings by reciting the Pledge of Al-
legiance. I did a little checking: we do, and Central 

Mayor David Spellman of Black Hawk held up a copy of the Weekly 
Register-Call during the city council meeting last week. He lambasted 
the Gilpin County Board of County Commissioners over the story they 
plan to discuss at their meeting on placing a countywide sales tax on 
the Nov. 3 ballot. 

Photo by Don IrelandContinued on page  4

Ed Smith, Black Hawk’s casino icon, is 
scheduled to become the new owner of the 
Z Casino (back), 101 Gregory Street, this 
week after paperwork is completed. Smith, 
who owns the adjoining Sasquatch Casino 
and the Wild Card Casino on Main Street, 
is holding up one of the door stickers for 
the forthcoming Bigfoot Casino, which is 
scheduled to hold a soft opening around 
St. Patrick’s Day (March 17). For now, the 
former Z Casino is closed to the public 

while Smith, his managers 
and staff change the 
décor, slot machines, 
signage and other aspects 
of the building. Smith 
and his late wife Shirley 
opened their first casino 
on Oct. 1, 1991, the first 
day casinos opened in 
Colorado. 

Photo by Don Ireland 

Bigfoo t  s t ep s  on to  Gregory  Stree tBig foo t  s t ep s  on to  Gregory  Stree t
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A grassroots signal worth watching
It has been a peculiar winter in the Colorado 

high country. Even at elevation, we are seeing 
dry ground, mild evenings, and far less snow 
than expected. When long-standing patterns 
begin to shift, people take notice.

A similar sense of change was evident Friday 
evening at the Gilpin County GOP Lincoln Day 
Dinner held at the Ameristar Casino Summit 
Banquet facility. It is estimated that nearly 200 
people attended to hear gubernatorial candidate 
Victor Marx. Just a year ago, the same event at 
the historic Elks Lodge drew about 60 partici-
pants. The growth alone tells a story.

My wife Gerri and I were present, and what we 
observed was not a highly choreographed politi-
cal production. Marx does not present himself 
as a polished, consultant-crafted candidate. 
He speaks directly and comfortably, without 
pretense. His wife introduced him warmly, and, 
in an unassuming touch that seemed entirely 
natural, his dog accompanied him throughout 
the evening.

The tone was relaxed. The audience response 
was not.

There was genuine energy in the room, includ-
ing a noticeable presence of younger voters. In 
grassroots politics, enthusiasm often precedes 
organization, and organization precedes results. 
The marked increase in attendance suggests 
Marx is tapping into a current that may be 
broader than many observers initially assumed.

A Marine Corp. veteran and founder of a 

ministry focused on combating human traffick-
ing and strengthening families, Marx is based 
in Colorado Springs and has worked with Focus 
on the Family, the organization founded by 
Dr. James Dobson. That background informs 
both his message and his support network. His 
emphasis on faith, public safety, lower taxes and 
government accountability clearly resonates with 
many Republican voters seeking authenticity 
over polish.

Financial support appears to be following in-
terest. With more than $600,000 raised to date, 
Marx currently leads other Republican contend-
ers in fundraising — a noteworthy achievement 
for a first-time statewide candidate.

Colorado remains a challenging environment 
for Republican candidates in statewide contests. 
The eventual GOP nominee will likely face either 
Attorney General Phil Weiser or U.S. Senator 
Michael Bennet in the general election. Both are 
experienced and well-funded.

Still, what occurred in Gilpin County Feb. 
27 should not be dismissed as a routine dinner 
party. The enthusiasm felt organic. The growth 
was measurable. The candidate was comfortable 
in his own skin.

In a season when weather patterns appear un-
settled, the political climate may also be shifting. 
Time will tell whether this momentum carries 
through the primary season, but one thing is 
clear: Victor Marx is generating attention — and 
in politics, attention is the first signal of change.

Mostly-quiet Central Council 
approves new SOB rules

By Don Ireland
Senior Reporter

The Central City Council 
spent two hours in an executive 
session on Tuesday night, Oct. 
3, discussing changes to the 
city’s 2024 Sexually Oriented 
Business regulations. When 
they finally emerged from their 
meeting room to begin their 
regular council session, they 
passed the changes but barely 
said a word about the subject or 
the strip club across the street 
from city hall.

The council, by a 4-1 vote – 
with Mayor Jeremy Fey casting 
the sole “no” vote – approved 
the updated regulations. The 
members also set March 17 as 
the date for the second and 
final reading and public hearing 

on the subject.
City Attorney Marcus Mc-

Caskin said after the meeting 
that the new and old regula-
tions were “nearly identical” 
and differed only by a few 
modifications to the original. 
“They were minor changes, 
mostly clerical, but nothing 
substantive. It’s almost exactly 
the same,” he told the Weekly 
Register-Call, noting the 
changes were recommended 
by Scott Bergthold, the city’s 
special counsel who works with 
cities across the country to op-
pose adult-oriented operations, 
ranging from adult bookstores 
and movie houses to strip clubs.

No residents spoke on the 
subject to the council. However, 
RCI Holdings’ interim presi-
dent, Travis Reese, suggested 

the council to not vote on any 
changes at the current time. 
He reminded the council that 
RCI purchased 130 Main Street 
from the city. In 2022, RCI 
asked the Central City Planning 
Commission about chang-
ing city regulations regarding 
SOBs. The commission recom-
mended approving changes and 
setbacks for SOBS. However, 
the matter never ended up on 
the city council’s agenda.

According to Reese, those 
changes would’ve allowed RCI’s 
Rick’s Cabaret and Steak-
house to operate. “However, 
we continued, in good faith, to 
develop the property and invest 
in the town. Since then, this 
council has done everything in 
its power to prevent us from 
operating. I’m puzzled – dur-
ing the current litigation – that 
the city is trying to change the 
ordinance again. We request 
that the city take a step back 
because mediation is coming,” 
he said during the livestreamed 
meeting.

When the revised SOB regu-
lations came to a vote Tuesday, 
Councilman Chuck Spencer 
noted, “I have nothing to say 
after the last two hours [in the 
executive session].”

Fey commented, “I don’t 
have anything to say. I’ve said 
my piece, and I’m in the obvi-
ous minority. I don’t want to 
say anything that would ever 
negatively affect our position in 
litigation. I will hold my tongue 
for the rest of the evening.”

Central filed a civil lawsuit 
on Dec. 23, asking the Gil-
pin County District Court to 
shut down Rick’s Cabaret for 
violating the city’s SOB regula-
tions. The suit alleges that RCI 
advertises topless dancers and 
lacks the required city-issued 
SOB license to operate. Such 
adult businesses are required 
to operate on Industrial-zoned 
lots along the Central City Park-
way and are prohibited in the 
Historic Downtown Gaming 
District.

Attorneys involved in the 
case are scheduled to have a 
conference with District Judge 
Jeffrey Pilkinton on April 6, 
with a tentative trial date in 
May.
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Continued from page 1
City does. The [Gilpin Coun-
ty] school board does, and 
so do [the boards in] Idaho 
Springs and Georgetown. 
One town that doesn’t do it is 
Nederland. So, you can infer 
from that what you want with 
the commissioners not recit-
ing the Pledge of Allegiance, 
like the Town of Nederland. I 
know what I infer from that.”

“However,” continued 
Mayor Spellman, “I would 
think that – during this 
semiquincentennial, the 250th 
anniversary of our country 
– they could at least muster 
enough pride, for at least this 
year, to recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance whenever they 
open their meetings. I hope 
they will. I’m shocked that 
they do not.”

Ballot-sales tax rumor
Later in the meeting, 

Spellman addressed rumors 
circulating in the area and 
confirmed, by exclusive report-
ing in the Feb. 26 issue of the 
Weekly Register-Call, that the 
county commissioners may 
consider a proposal to place 
a new two-percent sales tax 
question on the Nov. 3 ballot. 
The commissioners’ discus-
sion of ways to improve county 
finances, including a potential 
ballot question, is expected to 
be discussed at their workshop 
meeting on Tuesday, March 17.

“Even in today’s edition 
of the Weekly Register-Call, 
there is confirmation of this,” 
said Spellman, who held up 
a copy of the newspaper to 
show people in the room. “On 
Monday, City Manager Steve 
Cole, Finance Director Lance 

Hellis and I met with Joe 
Marr of the Gilpin County 
School Board and Superin-
tendent Dr. David MacKen-
zie. They, too, confirmed that 
County Manager Ray Rears 
said the county is considering 
a countywide sales tax.”

Spellman cautioned, “They 
[the commissioners] know 
full-well that if they go down 
that road – and if the voters 
of Gilpin County approve it 
[a ballot measure] – it will 
terminate the 1.5 percent 
sales tax that Black Hawk col-
lects to help fund the school. 
At that point, the commis-
sioners would be known as 
school-wreckers. If they pur-
sue this [new sales tax], it will 
decimate the Gilpin County 
School District RE-1.”

According to the mayor, 
providing part of Black 
Hawk’s sales-tax revenues 
was important to city voters 
in 2009, when they approved 
the 1.5 percent tax for the 
school district throughout the 
city. The revenues from the 
1.5 percent have generated 
about $1.8 million annually 
for the school district, keep-
ing it on a stable financial 
footing and preventing the 
school board from raising the 
district’s property-tax levy 
from 9.437 mills.

“At the time, the school was 
in dire straits financially,” 
recalled the mayor, who said 
that, in 2009, the district 
was at a point where it had to 
consider closing and send-
ing students to Clear Creek 
or Boulder. “We stepped 
up, and I was chief architect 
of the idea, so I know the 
agreement quite well,” said 
the mayor. “We fixed it [the 

problem],” Spellman said. “If 
the commissioners go down 
this road and the voters ap-
prove it – which I don’t think 
will ever happen – they can 
fix it if they break it. This 
[proposal] could put the 
school district in dire finan-
cial straits is what the school 
board president and superin-
tendent told us.”

Spellman also criticized Jeff 
Aiken, the District 1 county 
commissioner who represents 
Black Hawk, Central City and 
the southern parts of Gilpin 
County. “Aiken is laboring 
under the delusion that Black 
Hawk will be shamed into 
continuing to collect the 1.5 
percent sales tax that is given 
to the school. The agree-
ment is self-executing. The 
language in the agreement 
is explicitly clear: it will no 
longer be collected and remit-
ted to the school if there is a 
countywide sales tax.”

“I think it needs to be out 
there that before they even 
start to have this conversa-
tion, and if they 
continue to go 
down this road – 
in no uncertain 
terms – this will 
harm the school,” 
concluded the 
mayor.

Alderman Hal 
Midcap added to 
Spellman’s con-
cerns over the 
potential county 
sales-tax idea. “If 
they’re talking 
about [levying] a 
sales tax of around 
two percent, they’ll 
be taking the 1.5 
percent away 
from the school. 
They’ll be taking 
about $1.5 mil-
lion away from the 
school and gener-
ate about another 
$1 million, which 
would be around 
$2.5 million.”

Midcap noted 
that when the Gil-
pin commission-
ers placed a ballot 
question to raise 
property taxes to 
help finance the 
Gilpin County 
Community Cen-
ter in 2023, Black 
Hawk offered $1 
million annually 
to the county on 
the condition that 
they wouldn’t 
increase any other 
taxes. However, 
the county re-
jected the offer, 
and voters also 
soundly shot 
down the propos-
al at the polls.

Commented 
Midcap, “Had 
they taken the $1 
million recreation 
deal that we of-
fered them, they 
wouldn’t have to 
[think about] rais-
ing the taxes. They 
still would’ve re-
couped about the 
same amount.”

Clarification
A story in last week’s edition discussed the county com-

missioners’ upcoming March 17 workshop about finances, 
including one on potentially voting on a countywide sales tax. 
While the story appeared to hint that a two-percent sales tax 
would be discussed, there actually isn’t a set amount for the 
proposed sales tax, according to a commissioner.

Mayor rips commissioners 
over sales tax idea

Peter Droege, president of the Belvidere Foundation, 
welcomed retired Denver Judge Gary Jackson to Central City’s 
St. James Church on Saturday, Feb. 28. Before an audience 
of about 50 people, the judge presented a slide show about 
the history of the Lincoln Hills neighborhood, which was 
founded in 1922. He spoke about his 80 years of experience 
in the community and how it continues to offer summer 
outdoor opportunities to children. Droege said the historic 
Belvidere Theater in Central City is ready to begin Phase 2 
of its rehabilitation. Following the program, guests attended a 
VIP reception at the historic Lee Mansion, which was built by 
a successful Black mining entrepreneur during Central City’s 
gold-rush era. 

Photo by Don Ireland 

If sales tax passes, 
GCSD loses $$$$
School would lose $1.9 million 
if proposed county sales tax 
passes

Becky Osterwald 
Managing Editor

The Gilpin County School Board 
came out against the proposed 
countywide sales tax during its 
March 3 meeting.

Joe Marr, board president, said 
that if any sales tax passes in Gilpin 
County, the school would lose the 
$1.9 million Educational Enhance-
ment Tax (EET).

Superintendent Dr. Dave MacKen-
zie and Marr spoke with Black Hawk 
Mayor David Spellman last week, 
who said that if the sales tax passes, 
the money will stop.

“It’s written in a contract, and if 
the county commissioners pass the 
sales tax, we lose $1.9 million,” Marr 
said. “That’s a big chunk of our bud-
get. We need to make sure everybody 
knows the effect if the commission-
ers get the sales tax passed.”

Marr said Ray Rears, the county 
manager, had indicated there would 
be a ballot question on the Novem-
ber ballot concerning a sales tax.

“Then he backpedaled and said, no, 
no, that the commissioners haven’t 
even talked about a sales tax — after 
he already told MacKenzie it’s going 
to be on the ballot,” Marr said.

Marr said the proposed ballot 
measure needs to be fought “tooth 
and nail because it will hurt kids re-
ally bad.”

Plans are already being made to 
fight the commissioners and the 
ballot issue, according to Marr. A 
Political Action Committee (PAC) 
will likely be formed, and businesses 
have already stepped up to offer 
financial support, he said.

Seventy percent of the district’s 
budget is spent on salaries and 
benefits. Marr said that if the $1.9 
million dries up, the board will have 
to start cutting staff.

He acknowledged that some mem-
bers of the public believe the EET 
from the City of Black Hawk would 
continue if the county passed a sales 

tax. That is incorrect.
“We need to get ready now,” Marr 

said.
He said he wanted to make sure 

board members are all on “the 
same page” that if the sales tax 
passes, the EET from Black Hawk 
will stop.

Without that money, Marr said the 
school board could pursue a bond is-
sue for additional funding. However, 
history has shown it probably would 
not pass.

He also said the county keeps tell-
ing voters that only gamblers would 
be paying the sales tax. However, the 
tax would apply to every purchase in 
Gilpin County — from cars to online 
orders delivered to a Gilpin County 
address.

Rears said the county has no inter-
est in “backfilling the school district” 
if the EET funds are lost, according 
to Marr.

“That’s what we’re up against. We 
just need to make sure that every-
body understands the ramifications,” 
Marr said. He added that the board 
needs to be on the “same page” when 
speaking with the public.

“We’re not going to wait until Sep-
tember — when a ballot measure has 
to be submitted to the county clerk’s 
office,” Marr said. “We’re going to 
fight it now, and maybe it doesn’t 
go on the ballot. Tell your neigh-
bors that if it does get on the ballot, 
don’t vote for it. That’s the simplest 
thing we can do right now — educate 
friends, neighbors and strangers.”

In other business:
• The board also voted to change its 

meeting days from the first and third 
Tuesday to the first and third Monday.

• Parents also attended the meeting 
to request that wrestlers move their 
practice area from the cabin to the 
gym. They said the mats were old and 
not even regulation. Two female wres-
tlers dropped out this year because 
there was nowhere for them to change 
and no water available in the cabin.

Marr assured the parents that the 
board would address the problem, 
especially with the wrestling pro-
gram growing.
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TODAY COULD BE YOUR LUCKY DAY
Located in Black Hawk, CO and serving the surrounding area. 
Our casino features slot machines,  restaurant and an all-ages arcade.
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Are you looking for a fun way to spend the 
evening? Try your luck in our casino that 
features more than 145 slot machines that 

provide for lots of potential to win.
$  Conventional Slot Machines

$  Tabletop Gaming Systems
$  Electronic Slot Machines

$ Daily Cash Drawings :  • Every 
45 minutes, 10 a.m.-midnight! 

$ Win an extra CASH!!!

TRY  
YOUR  
LUCK  
ON OUR 
CASINO 
GAMES—
Some  
of the  
highest 
payouts  
in the  
area!

SASQUATCH GRILL for  
FOOD & DRINK

8” Pizzas for $4 & much more
!"#""$% &'()%*+%,-.%/01%21""%3"4(55%%6347%0/%8%,"1%,"1.0'%,"1%#4)9

Don’t Play On An Empty 
Stomach!

Arcade 
 Open!
Kids Will Have  
Fun Too!
If you’re visiting Sasquatch 

Casino  with children, they 
don’t have to  miss out on 
having fun. We have  an arcade 
with approximately 15  arcade 
games.
You’ll also find a crane where 

you  can grab an array of prizes. 
Your  young ones will have a good  
time  while you’re trying your luck on  
 the slot machines.
Visit Sasquatch  Casino today to  

let your children  have fun, too.

125 Gregory St., Black Hawk, CO 80422
(720) 880-1616

Hours: Monday - Friday: 8AM - 2AM
Saturday & Sunday: 8AM - 2AM
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   For all your    For all your 
      Pet needs!      Pet needs!

Same price as in 
town but without 

the drive!
972 Golden Gate Canyon Rd.,  

Black Hawk

peakpetsupply@gmail.com
720-354-5293

972 Golden Gate Canyon Rd, Black Hawk, CO 80422
peakpetsupply@gmail.com 720-354-5293

DRY KIBBLE, FREEZE DRIED FOOD, 
CANNED FOOD, RAW FOOD, 

FRESH PET VITAL, TREATS, 
BULLY STICKS, CBD PRODUCTS, 
HEALTH SUPPLEMENTS, TOYS, 

LEASHES, COLLARS, BOWLS 

AND MORE!!

same price 
as in town 
without 

the 45 
minute 

commute...

Full house and renewed energy mark GOP dinner
By Gary King

Reporter
A sold-out crowd of more 

than 200 filled the Summit 
Ballroom at the Ameristar 
Casino and Spa in Black Hawk 
for this year’s Gilpin County 
Republican Committee 
(GCRC) Lincoln Day Dinner, 
where party leaders and sup-
porters pointed to growing lo-
cal engagement heading into 
the upcoming election cycle.

Organizers described the 
annual gathering as one of the 
most enthusiastic in recent 
memory, with voters partici-
pating in an evening that com-
bined traditional ceremony, 
candidate introductions and 
a keynote address by Repub-
lican gubernatorial candidate 
Victor Marx.

Conservative radio host 
Jeff Hunt, who attended the 
event, praised the local party’s 
recent activity. “I’ve been to 
just about every Republican 
county meeting and event, 
and have never experienced 
anything like the excitement 
that was generated by the 
Gilpin County Republicans 
at their Lincoln Day Dinner,” 
Hunt said. He added that the 
committee’s recent work has 
inspired “a whole new level of 
excitement, involvement and 
dedication.”

The dinner also served as 
a platform to highlight local 
Republican candidates. Zach 
Meyer has announced his 
candidacy for sheriff, and 
Tara Gillivan for county clerk 
and recorder, with additional 
candidates expected to be 
named in the coming weeks. 
Party leaders expressed confi-
dence in the current slate and 
encouraged continued grass-
roots involvement.

The evening opened with an 

invoca-
tion 
delivered 
by Pas-
tor Josh 
Bloom 
of Light 
of the 
Moun-
tain Fel-
lowship, 
followed 
by a 
POW/
MIA 
Miss-
ing Man 
Table 
ceremony 
pre-
sented 
by David 
Garduque.

In addition to the dinner 
program, there was both a live 
auction and a 
raffle featur-
ing numer-
ous donated 
items. The 
live auction – 
conducted by 
Pete Husak 
of Pistol Pete 
Auctions 
– included 
items such 
as firearms, a 
custom-built 
fly rod, and a 
hunting trip. 
The raffle 
featured a 
wide variety 
of prizes do-
nated primar-
ily by local 
businesses 
and individu-
als.

Keynote 
speaker Victor 
Marx deliv-

ered 
a wide-ranging, often 
personal address that 
blended biography with 
policy themes and cam-
paign messaging.

Marx, a Colorado 
Springs-based ministry 
founder and Marine 
Corp. veteran, entered 
the Republican guberna-
torial primary last fall. 
He founded the nonprofit 
All Things Possible Min-
istry in 2003, focusing on 
high-risk trauma inter-
vention and child protec-
tion efforts worldwide.

During his remarks, 
Marx emphasized his 
outsider status and 

framed his campaign as 
rooted in life experience 
rather than traditional 

political path-
ways. He spoke 
at length about 
his difficult 
childhood and 
credited faith, 
resilience and 
forgiveness for 
shaping his ap-
proach to lead-
ership. He also 
highlighted his 
organization’s 
work supporting 
vulnerable chil-
dren and coop-
erating with law 
enforcement, 
describing that 
mission as a 

central motiva-
tor for his public 

service.
Marx 

outlined sev-
eral familiar 
conservative 
priorities, 
including 
support 
for Second 
Amend-
ment rights, 
opposition 
to abortion, 
and criti-
cism of state 
regulations 
he said are 
contributing 
to Colorado’s 
affordability 

challenges. He 
also criticized 

both Democratic leadership 
at the state level and what 
he described as complacency 

within the Repub-
lican Party, urging 
supporters to become 
more engaged politi-
cally. Marx closed his 
remarks by encourag-
ing supporters to re-
main engaged in state 
politics, framing the 
upcoming election 
cycle as a pivotal mo-
ment for Colorado’s 
direction.

GCRC leader-
ship and volunteers 
pointed to the eve-
ning’s turnout as 
evidence of renewed 
organizational focus. 
According to party 
organizers, recent 
leadership and mem-
bership changes have 
helped unify efforts 
and increase volunteer 
participation. Those 
new to party activities 
expressed interest in becoming 
more involved, and organizers 
reported increased sign-ups for 
future committee work after 
the dinner. 

While specific fundrais-
ing totals were not released, 
organizers indicated the event 
generated significant financial 
support for upcoming cam-
paigns.

Gilpin County Republican 
Chair Corey Marshall cred-
ited the event’s success to 
recent organizational growth. 
“I give credit to the fantastic 
membership we have devel-
oped over the last year and 
new leaders like Vice Chair 
Brady Fowler, who led our 
Lincoln Day Dinner,” Mar-
shall said.

Benefit auction specialist “Pistol 
Pete” energized the crowd during 
the auction of donated items.

Gilpin County Republican candidate 
for sheriff Zack Meyer.

Jeff Hunt of the KNUS Radio Jeff and Bill 
Show served as master of ceremonies for 
the Lincoln Day Dinner.

Gilpin County Republican Party Chair 
Corey Marshall and Vice Chair Brady 
Fowler.

Republican gubernatorial candidate and 
keynote speaker Victor Marx.



PAGE 8 WEEKLY REGISTER-CALL PAGE 9 WEEKLY REGISTER-CALLMarch 5, 2026 March 5, 2026

Cheers, tears part of  
Moriarity’s retirement party

By Don Ireland
Senior Reporter

MMichelle Moriar-
ity didn’t get 
a retirement 

party when she left the 
Arvada Police Depart-
ment after 25 years of 
service. The primary 
reason was that she 
departed during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, when 
people were advised to 
maintain recommended 
distances.

This time around, 
Moriarity received a 
retirement party suit-
able for a queen…or a 
highly regarded Black 
Hawk Police Chief. An 
estimated 150 people, 
including Black Hawk 
city officials and em-
ployees and Moriarty’s 
friends and family, 
attended her retirement 
party at the Monarch 
Casino Resort Spa last 
Wednesday morning, 
Feb. 25, several days 
before she hung up her 
badge and gun for good.

Arvada Police Chief Ed 
Brady told the audience 
about Moriarty’s dedica-
tion to her job, noting that 
she moved up the ranks 
from a rookie to eventu-
ally becoming an Arvada 
police commander dur-
ing her years there, from 
1995 to 2020. Among 
those filling the room 
were police officers from 
Arvada, Wheat Ridge, 
Edgewater, Golden and 
Lakewood – in addi-
tion to officers from 
BHPD and the Gilpin 
County Sheriff’s Office 
and Jeremy Wolff, an 
investigator from the 
Colorado Division of 
Gaming, who is mar-
ried to the retiring 
chief.

Brady said Mo-
riarty put her life 
on the line several 
times over the years. She worked with the 
FBI to help crack a multi-state crime gang, often put-
ting herself in harm’s way during many police calls. “She 
brought calm when she stepped into chaos,” the Arvada 
chief commented. “Throughout her career, she received 
accommodations from agencies near and far, including 

Fresno (Calif.), Colorado 
Springs, Denver and many 
others. The theme was 
always the same: profes-
sionalism, collaboration 
and excellence.”

Black Hawk Police Com-
manders Troy Cooper, who 
emceed the event, and Tory 
Jarvis frequently fought off 
tears while describing how 
Moriarty worked tirelessly 
to serve the Black Hawk 
Police Department. She 
also regularly met with ca-
sino managers and security 
staff and launched Human 
Trafficking Awareness 
classes for casino employ-
ees and residents in Gilpin 
County, Central City and 
Black Hawk.

“We’re so glad she ac-
cepted the chief’s job at 
Black Hawk,” recounted 
Jarvis, who read congratu-
latory comments about 
Moriarity that were col-
lected from casino em-
ployees and Black Hawk 
team members. Jarvis’ 
eyes welled up when he 

told Moriarty, “We’ve been through a lot in our 
time together. I will always be thankful for your 
mentoring guidance and personal sacrifice. I am 
a better commander and man for having worked 
with you. You’ve left an indelible mark on the lives 
you’ve touched in the city.”

Mayor David Spellman and City Manager Steve 
Cole, who preceded Moriarity as police chief, also 
praised her for her 51/2 years of service to the city, 
which capped off her 31 years in law enforcement. 
Spellman presented the chief with a plaque, com-
memorating her years of service.

Also thanking Moriarty for her collaboration and 
partnership with 
the Gilpin County 
Sheriff’s Office 
was Sheriff Kevin 
Armstrong, who 
also presented her 
with a plaque. The 
selection of Shelly  
– what Moriarty’s 
close friends call 
her – “as police 
chief was clearly the 
right choice. I knew 
about her leader-
ship, her profes-
sionalism, integrity 
and commitment to 

community before she 
came to Black Hawk,” 
said the sheriff, who 
also credited her for working with the Colorado 

State Patrol and Colorado Parks and Wild-
life. “We built a friendship, a collaboration 
with the different agencies. She has also 
made sure she’s taken care of the mental 
wellness of her officers.”

Recalled Cole, “There was no doubt she 
was the best candidate we had when hiring a 
police chief. She was able to keep morale up 
and get the department [through] difficult 
times.” He noted that when Moriarity was 
hired, there were anti-police sentiments and 
movements like “Defund the Police” across 
the nation. “When you’re a police chief, you 
don’t leave your work at the door – you go 
home with it,” said Cole.

Said the mayor, “When I met Michelle be-
fore she was hired, I told her the city plays 
the National Anthem on its chimes three 
times a day, and she was coming to a city 
that absolutely backs its police department. 
When she came here, she gained the respect 
of the other police department members 
and team members throughout the city. She 
also gained the respect of the citizens and 
the businesses.”

Chief Moriarty, at times choking from 
tears, thanked those who attended. “In my 
career, I have seen and faced pure evil. I’ve 

sat with people at their worst and sometimes at their 
best. I have seen 
victims’ courage 
and strength. 
Yes, I have been 
shot at, and 
bullets sound 
different going 
over your head 
versus going 
down a range. 
I’ve been spit 
on, puked on 
and bled on. I’ve 
been in a few 
tussles. Even 
though all that, 
as I wear this 
uniform today, I 
leave this career 
proud, honored 
and fulfilled. 
I feel like I’ve 
made a differ-
ence. What else 
can a person ask 
for?”

“I was hon-
ored to be your 
chief, and I will 
cherish every 
memory and 
conversation 
I’ve had with 
you. This ex-
perience was 
nothing short 
of amazing. 
I’ve enjoyed 
working with 
all of you in 
this great, 
great city,” 
Moriarty said.

Jarvis named 
interim BHPD chief

By Don Ireland
Senior Reporter

Commander Tory Jarvis has been named as the interim chief for the Black 
Hawk Police Department.

Jarvis has worked for several years with the BHPD, serving under Police Chief 
Michelle Moriarity, who retired on March 1. Before that, the interim chief worked 
under Chief Steven Cole, who retired from the department in 2019 and later be-
came Black Hawk’s city manager.

During his temporary position, Jarvis will be directing the 40-member Black 
Hawk Police Department, which includes 28 sworn officers who serve the city’s 
residents, casinos and businesses. The department receives about 8,000 calls an-
nually to its dispatch center on Church Street.

In addition, Jantz was named the city’s alternate member to the Gilpin Ambu-
lance Authority, replacing Moriarity. 

Cole announced Jarvis’ appointment during Black Hawk’s City Council meeting 
on Feb. 25. The meeting began with outgoing Moriarty ringing the historic bell 
in the building, notifying the community that the council is beginning its twice-
monthly meeting.

Commander Tory Jarvis (right) will serve as the interim chief for the Black Hawk 
Police Department. He and Commander Troy Cooper (left) were among those 
who spoke during Chief Michelle Moriarty’s retirement breakfast at the Monarch 
Casino Resort Spa on Feb. 25. 

Photo courtesy of Corey Columbin, City of Black Hawk

A caricature of the retiring chief was part of a multimedia display of photos, awards and memorabilia honoring Chief Michelle Moriarty. Representatives from casinos and other parts of the area also attended the retirement event.

Black Hawk Mayor David Spellman presented the retiring 
police chief with a plaque, commemorating her 5½ years 
with the department.

Gilpin County Sheriff Kevin Armstrong presented Moriarty with 
a plaque, thanking her for her efforts to work with the sheriff’s 
department on many cases and situations over the years.

City of Arvada Police Chief Ed Brady told 
the audience how he learned of Michelle 
Moriarty’s passion for law enforcement 
when she began her career with APD. 
Representatives from Golden, Lakewood, 
Wheat Ridge and Edgewater also 
attended to pay tribute to Moriarty.

Chief Moriarty is married to Jeremy Wolff, an investigator for 
the Colorado Division of Gaming Enforcement, who attended 
the event with other law enforcement officers from the area.

Black Hawk Police Department 
Commander Troy Cooper emceed 
the retirement event, which attracted 
more than 150 people to the Monarch 
Casino Resort Spa.

“I have been shot at, and bullets 
sound different going over your head 
versus going down a range. I’ve been 
spit on, puked on and bled on. I’ve 
been in a few tussles. Even though 
all that, as I wear this uniform today, 
I leave this career proud, honored 
and fulfilled. I feel like I’ve made a 
difference.”

 — Chief Michelle Moriarity
Black Hawk Police Dept.

Locals eyeing plans for 
America 250-Colorado 150

By Don Ireland
Senior Reporter

Most Gilpin County, Black Hawk and Central City resi-
dents, apart from anyone sleeping in the Moffat Tunnel, are 
likely aware of this year’s anniversaries for the 250 years 
since the signing of the Declaration of Independence and 
the 150th year since Colorado became the nation’s 38th state.

However, little more than discussion has been taking 
place recently regarding which local government or busi-
ness groups will be doing something to mark the semiquincentennial 
(250th) and sesquicentennial (150th) events.

So far, only the City of Black Hawk has announced it plans to hold a special 
activity during its annual Founders’ Day event on Saturday, June 27, at Gregory 
Plaza. It has not yet been announced whether a laser or drone show will be part of 
the festivities.

Black Hawk is one of the few Colorado cities that regularly trumpets its love of 

Reporters Notebook

Look for plenty of 
commemorative T-shirts and 
collectibles this year. Black 
Hawk’s Sasquatch Casino 
offered souvenir coins to some 
of its patrons in February.

Photo by Don Ireland

country. The city’s musical chimes 
echo throughout parts of the city 
with patriotic selections three 
times a day. The city also will have 
eight-foot statues of the Statue of 
Liberty and Uncle Sam – good for 
selfies - along with patriotic bun-
ting, around Gregory Plaza heading 
into the summer.

Gilpin County hasn’t announced 
yet if the annual Gilpin County 
Fair, set for July 17-19 at the fair-
grounds at 250 Norton Drive, will 
include any activities related to the 
national and state commemora-
tions.

Central City’s Business Improve-
ment District (BID) said it doesn’t 
plan to sponsor any new events, 
other than its annual “Stills in the 
Hills” (June 27) and “Great Central 
City Beer Festival” (date in August 

unknown). However, BID leaders said they would consider donating to 
any local groups planning America 250-Colorado 150 activities.

Casino plans?
According to my conversations with local casino managers, several 

of the Black Hawk and Central City casinos will be decorating in red, 
white and blue this summer – as they traditionally have done for Me-
morial Day and the Fourth of July in previous years.

In the past, some have offered free, patriotic-themed T-shirts annu-
ally around July 4, while others have offered free barbecue meals to 
regular patrons.

Among the local businesses getting an early jump on the nation’s 
250th anniversary was Black Hawk’s Sasquatch Casino, which offered 
souvenir tokens to playing patrons during February.

Elsewhere
Statewide, the America 250-Colorado 150 Commission is continuing 

to add to its list of events planned for the remainder of the year.
The History Colorado Center in Denver’s Golden Triangle neighbor-

hood is featuring several exhibits, including one featuring Colorado’s 
road to statehood and another spotlighting 50 artifacts of “Memories 
that made us.”

The Commission also will have a role in the annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade, scheduled to begin at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 14, near 
Coors Field and Union Station in downtown Denver.

Throughout the year, the Commission will co-sponsor up to 150 
drone light shows called “Stories in the Sky.” The 14-minute shows, 
tailored to feature the history of a particular community, are planned 
to be free and within 100 miles of most towns in the state.

Among the upcoming drone light shows will be one at the “Frozen 
Dead Guy Festival,” on Saturday, March 28, in Estes Park. Another is 
planned for the new Denver Summit FC opener at Empower Field at 
Mile High the same date.

The Commission is also offering grants and educational materials for 
some 2026 celebrations. For more information on America 250-Colo-
rado 150 events, visit Am250CO150.org.

Lane restrictions to continue at Lane restrictions to continue at 
bottom of Central Parkwaybottom of Central Parkway

CDOT announced that single-lane restrictions 
on Central City Parkway near the I-70 interchange 
will continue through next week.

The restriction is because of utility relocation 
and drainage pipe installation. This work will 
require an ongoing single-lane closure on south-

bound Central City Parkway as motorists head 
towards I-70, according to CDOT.

U.S. 6 restrictions
Ongoing single-lane restrictions are planned 

between 6:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Mondays 

through 
Fridays along 
U.S. 6 in 
Clear Creek 
Canyon. The 
construction 
of Jefferson 
County’s 
Peaks to 
Plains trail 
project is behind 
the need for lane 
restrictions be-
tween mile points 
267.5 and 269, a 
CDOT spokesper-
son said.

Upcoming 
I-70 closures

Later this 
month, there will 
be I-70 Closures 
for bridge con-
struction in late 
March. Motorists 
can anticipate 
multiple over-

night eastbound I-70 closures at the bottom of Floyd 
Hill, between the U.S. 6 interchange (Exit 244) and 
County Road 65 (Exit 248), for crews to build a 
temporary framework system to support the future 
construction of a concrete cast-in-place segmental 
bridge. 

During the work, drivers will be detoured. East-
bound I-70 motorists will use the eastbound I-70 
off-ramp to U.S. 6 (Exit 244), travel east on U.S. 40 
and use the County Road 65 on-ramp (Exit 248) to 
access eastbound I-70.

In early to mid-April, motorists can anticipate 
multiple overnight westbound I-70 closures at the 
bottom of Floyd Hill, between the U.S. 6 off- and 
on-ramps, to allow crews to remove the pier table 
and prepare for construction of the concrete cast-in-
place segmental bridge.
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MILO’S TOWING & RECOVERY
635 WATER ST., SILVER PLUME

CELL-720-284-1930 • TOWING-720-425-3593

Lan-Yap Cafe
Spice Up Your Taste Spice Up Your Taste 
Buds with Southern Buds with Southern 

Cajun Flavor  Cajun Flavor  
Specialties here in  Specialties here in  

Gilpin County!Gilpin County!

430 Lawrence St.  
Central City

720-608-2430
Open: Tues.-Sat.
11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

We’ll put a lil’  

cajun ‘n ya’ll!

Gilpin Schools welcome speakers 
for Black History Month

By Don Ireland
Senior Reporter

How Gilpin County resi-
dents lived 100 years ago was 
part of the historical talks 
during assemblies at the 
Gilpin County School District 
last Thursday, the final day of 
student classes, when Black 
History Month was discussed.

Two speakers, retired 
Denver Judge Gary Jackson 
and Dr. Jeanette Patterson of 
the non-profit Lincoln Hills 
Cares, made their first visit to 
the school, where the judge 
spoke to high school students 
and the former educator 
provided a lively, interactive 
discussion with fourth grad-
ers.

Jackson and Patterson talked 
about the 1920s, when Lincoln 
Hills was built in northeastern 
Gilpin County as a “getaway 
oasis” and safe mountain resort 
for African-Americans from 

throughout the country. During 
that era, Blacks who wanted to 
enjoy summer weekends away 
from segregation and racism 
that were occurring in other 
parts of the United States. They 
couldn’t stay at some hotels, 
dine at many restaurants and 
had to drink from different 
water fountains from white 
people.

Patterson received enthusi-
astic responses from students, 
who told her about outdoor 
activities they enjoy, includ-
ing camping, hiking, and 
fishing. She said the enjoy-
ment of those activities is still 
experienced by children who 
attend various Lincoln Hills 
educational programs, STEM 
classes and equestrian riding 
each summer. 

Jackson told students about 
his ancestors, who were for-
merly enslaved people. Some 
came to Colorado, hoping 
to build better lives for their 

families. His great-grand-
father, William Pitts, was 
among those who constructed 
cabins in Lincoln Hills. The 
judge told the students he’s 
spent time during each of 
his 80 years living in Gilpin 
County.

When Lincoln Hills opened 
to the public, people carried 
water buckets from their 
cabins to South Boulder Creek 
because indoor plumbing 
wasn’t common at the time. 
Cooking on wood-burning 
stoves and using oil lamps 
for lighting also were part of 
the mountain lifestyle in the 
1920s, according to Patterson 
and Jackson.

Judge Jackson also offered 
grandfatherly advice to the 26 
high school students attend-
ing his presentation, which 
included photographs of his 
ancestors and the early years 
of Lincoln Hills. “At your age 
right now, you’re not sure 

exactly what you want to do. 
I changed [as a high school 
student] from wanting to be a 
pro basketball player to being 
an engineer, to being a lawyer 
and to being a judge. So, now 
I consider myself to be a his-
torian. At the age of 75, I took 
the real estate examination, so 
now I’m a real estate agent.”

“So, I’ve had five or six dif-
ferent careers during my life. 
However, during each of my 
careers, I had a passion for 
what I was doing,” continued 
the retired senior judge. “The 
same passion I had for being 
a basketball player was the 
same passion I had for being 
a lawyer and a judge. What is 
important is that you figure 
out what you enjoy and what 
your passion is. Figure out 
what your creativity is and go 

with that. It can change, and 
there’s nothing wrong with 
that change. That is the best 
advice I can give. As I’ve told 
my children and grandchil-
dren, don’t chase the dollar. 
The dollar will come to you if 
you have a passion for what 
you want to do and where you 
want to devote your time and 
energy.”

Gilpin Schools Superinten-
dent Dr. David MacKenzie, 
who orchestrated the visitors 
to speak to students, said he 
was pleased with the students’ 
turnout and participation. 
“I thought the presentations 
went great and were very 
well-received by the students. 
They provided great informa-
tion on some historical things 
specific to Gilpin County and 
Lincoln Hills.”

Fourth graders appeared eager to learn about Lincoln Hills’ 
and Gilpin County’s history during Dr. Jeanette Patterson’s 
presentation. After learning how people lived 100 years ago 
were required to cook on wood-burning appliances and carry 
water from South Boulder Creek to their cabins, students often 
fielded questions at the event, which wrapped up Black History 
Month at the school district.

Judge Gary Jackson spoke to the students about racism in the 1920s, which led African-
Americans to build Lincoln Hills in northeastern Gilpin County. Lincoln Hills served as a safe 
summer getaway for Blacks from across the nation, including such notable entertainers in 
the first half of the last century as movie star Lena Horne and musicians Count Basie and 
Duke Ellington.

Photos by Don Ireland

Fugitive of justice / warrants
Feb. 1, 2, 3, 13, 17, 18, 20 and 

25 — Deputies made multiple 
warrant arrests during tra!c 
stops and at the Gilpin County 
Jail and Sheri" ’s O!ce, includ-
ing along Colorado Highway 119 
and at 6000 CO-119.

Theft
Feb. 2 — Theft reported in the 

100 block of Lawrence Street, 
Central City.

Feb. 3 — Theft reported in the 
200 block of Lodge Pool Way, 
Black Hawk.

Feb. 22 — Theft reported at 

Rick’s Cabaret, Central City.
Burglary
Feb. 13 — Deputies respond-

ed to a burglary in progress in 
the 2000 block of Mount Thomas 
Drive, Black Hawk. A suspect 
was arrested. A separate cold 
burglary that day was linked to 
the same suspect.

Criminal mischief
Feb. 6 — Criminal mischief 

reported at Grand Z Casino, 321 
Gregory St., Central City.

Assault / domestic violence
Feb. 22 — Deputies respond-

ed to a cold assault at Grand Z 
Casino, 321 Gregory St., Central 
City.

Feb. 22 — Deputies respond-
ed to a domestic disturbance 
in the 100 block of Feld Spar 

Road. A suspect was taken into 
custody.

Drug / contraband
Feb. 16 — Jail sta" booked 

contraband for destruction.
Feb. 27 — Deputies respond-

ed to a drug violation in the 300 
block of Gregory Street, Central 
City.

Fraud / forgery
Feb. 19–20 — Deputies in-

vestigated counterfeit currency 
cases and a fraud-by-check re-
port at the Sheri" ’s O!ce, 2960 
Dory Hill Road, Black Hawk.

Motor vehicle accidents
Feb. 8, 13, 14, 17 and 20 — 

Deputies responded to multiple 
injury and property-damage 
crashes along Highway 119, Cen-
tral City Parkway and Gregory 

Street, including an injury crash 
near mile post 4 and an accident 
at Roworth and Hooper streets.

Tra!c stops / summonses
Feb. 8 and 16 — Deputies is-

sued summonses following traf-
#c stops on Colorado Highway 
46, Highway 119 and Gregory 
Street.

Found property
Feb. 3, 10 and 12 — Deputies 

took reports of found property 
in Central City, at the Sheri" ’s Of-
#ce and near Highway 119 and 
Old Stagecoach Trail.

Death investigation
Feb. 15 — Deputies respond-

ed to an unconscious person at 
605 Lake Gulch Road, Central 
City. A death investigation was 
initiated.

Assist other agency / 
shooting

Throughout the month, depu-
ties assisted Black Hawk Police 
and Colorado State Patrol on 
incidents along Main Street and 
Highway 119.

Feb. 28 — While assisting 
Black Hawk Police in the 400 
block of Main Street, deputies 
were alerted to a shooting in 
progress at 488 Main St., Black 
Hawk (Monarch Casino parking 
area).

GILPIN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
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Gilpin school activities

Eagle Eye Sponsor

Be sure to thank these  
businesses for supporting  

Gilpin County School.
Call Becky at 303-906-9902 

to become a sponsor

Gilpin, Clear Creek,  
Nederland Students:

Got good grades? 
We want you!!

Bring in your report 
card and receive:

$10 for every A 
$5 for every B

MONTEMONTE
LOBOLOBO

131 Main St., Central City

Eagle Eye 
SponsorPlayoff time for Gilpin’s girls

A red-hot Gilpin County High School girls’ basketball team 
will be heading into the CHSAA playoffs this weekend.

The Eagles (17-6) will play Calhan (17-6) of Elbert County 
at Julesburg (northeastern corner of Colorado) at 7 p.m. 
tomorrow (Friday, March 6). The winning team will play at 1 
p.m. on Saturday in Julesburg against the winner of Sedg-
wick County and Ascent Classical Academy, who face each 
other at 5:30 p.m. Friday.

Gilpin County is ranked No. 21 in the state while Calhan is 
No. 12. Sedgwick’s Cougars (15-7) have a No. 5 ranking head-
ing into the weekend as it faces No. 28 Ascent (11-8). 

Gilpin’s girls went 3-0 in their league tournament bracket 
last weekend, including a last-second, 46-45 win over the 
Skyview Academy Hawks. The Eagles have won six consecu-
tive games, including a 38-23 victory against Estes Park on 
Feb. 28. 

Boys’ team bows
The Gilpin boys’ basketball team concluded their season 

with a 2-20 mark following losses of 60-54 to Denver Acad-
emy and 59-26 at Dawson School last weekend in pool play.

While first-year Coach Will Lorenz was disappointed the 
season was over, he noted the 2025-26 year was more about 
getting his squad familiar with his style. In addition, the two 
wins were more than what the previous two seasons gener-
ated for Gilpin.

“I couldn’t be happier about how my first season went. 
For me, what I got as a takeaway was growth,” said Lorenz. 
“We grew in basketball and as becoming men. I had a great 
group of kids, with their attitudes and efforts. They showed 
up non-stop, no matter what the [game] result was. It was a 
team built on effort, defense and rebounding. They gave it 
their all and they never quit.”

Lorenz will lose four seniors to graduation 
– Captain Vincent Schoell, Landon Church, Ben Bushey 
and Mason Sechler. Next year, three juniors, other under-
classmen and some incoming freshmen are expected play. 
“This year set the foundation,” noted the coach. “We play 
to continue to fight and compete until the end. We plan to 
build from what we did this season. We want to be growing 
and moving forward, not backwards.”

This week
Saturday, March 7 – Middle School wrestling at Soroco 

in Oak Creek. Time TBA.
Next week (March 9-14)
Thursday through Saturday – CHSAA state basketball 

championship games at Moby Gym on the Colorado State 
University campus 
in Fort Collins.

Saturday, 
March 14 – High 
school track at 
Norsemen Invi-
tational at North-
glenn High School. 
Time TBA.

NOTE – Sched-
ules are tentative 
and may change 
due to a variety of 
factors, including 
weather.

Compiled by Don 
Ireland 

Basketball teams 
honor senior athletes

By Gretchen Osteboe
Eagle Eye Reporter

Seniors at Gilpin County High School worked hard 
throughout the basketball season for both the boys’ and girls’ 
teams and celebrated their last home games on Feb. 17. Both 
teams played Front Range Christian. 

The ladies began the evening with a win, beating Front 
Range 56-20. The girls started the game off strong with 26 
points in the first quarter and kept the lead throughout the 
remainder of the game. Senior Elise Vincent scored a whop-
ping 29 points and had five assists. Adele Fisher, another 
senior, scored six points, had three assists and three steals, 
but above all showed her hustle, determination and love for 
the sport. 

At the end of the game, the team and coaches honored and 
celebrated coach and teacher Jeffery Schuessler’s retirement, 
thanking him for his dedication to basketball over the years. 

The senior recognition took place between the boys’ and 
girls’ games. Coaches of the Lady Eagles basketball team an-
nounced their two senior athletes, Vincent and Fisher, have 
played all four years of their high school careers and an-
nounced their college plans.

Fisher is planning to attend Colorado State University to 
study biochemistry. Vincent is headed to attend Colorado 
Mesa University and major in exercise science. 

The high school boys basketball team had four seniors to 
honor: Vincent Schoell, Benjamin Bushey, Mason Sechler and Landon Church. 
These four young men are all team leaders and will be missed for their contri-
butions to football, basketball and track. 

Following senior recognition, the boys battled Front Range Chris-
tian but came up short, losing 52-71. Junior Taurean Paxton scored 20 

points and led the team in points. Bushey led the team with 13 rebounds and 
scored four points. 

Following the game, the girls’ team was ranked 24th and headed for the 
regional tournament.

Adele Fisher, escorted by her father (left), younger brother Jack Fisher 
and her mother (right).

The Lady Eagles Basketball team recognized the retirement of coach and teacher Jeffery 
Schuessler. 

Senior Landon Church (second fron the right) was escorted by his two brothers, 
Logan and Justin (far left and right),, his father, Tom, and his mother, Catrina. 
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“Looking Back” is a collection of historical newspaper reports from Gilpin County.

30 years ago 
March 8, 1996

Man freezes above pkg. lot
A 46-year-old Caucasian man 

was found frozen in a ditch 
on the morning of March 7, 
near the Miners Mesa parking 
lot. Black Hawk Police Officer 
Kevin Klaus found the body in 
a ditch that had been covered 
with pieces of plywood.

Lieutenant Terry Freese said 
that initial indications showed 
no foul play in the death. It is 
believed the man may have 
frozen to death. Freese said 
that they believe the man had 
been dead for as long as several 
weeks. His name is being with-
held until next of kin is notified.

Nicholson bows to 
neighbors’ position; won’t 

support rock crusher
Mid-Gilpin County spokes-

persons Virginia Unseld, Steve 
Eppelheimer and R. Kadereit 
led the meeting on March 4, 
held at the Gilpin County 
Public Library, for citizens to 
get information and express 
their dislike for a rock crush-
ing project planned for their 
neighborhood.

Commissioner Craig Nich-
olson, the originator of the 
proposed rock crushing site, 
stood alone in the face of an 
overflow crowd of at least 
60 concerned neighbors and 
library officials, as the attending 
citizens voiced their opinions 
against the rock crusher. The 
weight of the opposition topped 
the 25,000 tons of rock to be 
crushed, and its voices, most 
softly spoken, topped the 125 
decibels of the unwanted rock 
crusher. Nicholson, the road 
and bridge commissioner, said 
he would back off from the 
proposal. The people applauded 
the announcement.

As everyone quieted down, the 
questions came from the back 
of the room, “What does that 
mean? What are you saying?”

“I am saying I am voting no,” 
Nicholson clearly said.

The room embodied the 
Gilpin County quality of life as 
folks mused on their success. 
Suddenly, stopping the wheels 
of government seemed easy. Old 
victories of the Home Owners 

Association and new challenges 
became the topics of chitchat, 
and people lingered to talk after 
the meeting was closed by mod-
erator Virginia Unseld.

Looking back down the road, 
the organizers of the opposition 
had spent months preparing for 
a fight. All along the way, the 
Commissioners and the Gilpin 
County Planning Commission 
were tried on the facts regard-
ing noise, environmental im-
pacts, and the true intent of the 
rock crushing in Gilpin County.

The planners and supporters 
of the operation worked, too, in 
a well-meaning effort to make 
the scheme desirable to citizens 
and to ensure a readily avail-
able road base for road repair. 
Now the unsolved road base 
problem is still before county 
officials. They know more about 
rock crushing and how Gilpin 
residents feel about it than 
when they first started.

One point has been deter-
mined, and that is, although 
everyone wants better roads, 
most do not want the quality of 
life in the county to be sacri-
ficed for them.

Serving the county is of great 
concern to Commissioner Nich-
olson, who spent months de-
veloping a plan to provide road 
base from a source inside the 
county. Nicholson said, “I failed 
to provide the much-needed 
road base for Gilpin County. 
I wanted a source inside the 
county for safety reasons, so 
that we would not have so many 
trucks coming from outside the 
county into Gilpin County.”

Nicholson’s concern is one 
that everyone in Gilpin County 
already has to live with because 
of the increased traffic with 
gaming. Adding a stream of 
trucks to that would raise the 
odds for more accidents. In 
the meeting, it was said that 
three people, meaning the 
County Commissioners, held 
the people’s fate in their hands, 
but citizens in Gilpin County 
proved Monday night that their 
voices still count.

For now, mid-county resi-
dents have won a battle pro-
tecting their quality of life in 
Gilpin County. Confident in 
their strength as a neighbor-
hood, they plan to keep their 
homeowner association up and 
running. They are thinking 

more seriously about their own 
support for the greatly needed 
core of volunteers for Gilpin 
County. 

60 years ago 
March 4, 1966

A resolution setting forth the 
boundaries of the area propos-
ing to join the Boulder School 
District RE-2 was passed by 
the Board of Directors of Gilpin 
County School District RE-1 at 
a special meeting held Monday 
evening. The resolution, passed 
by a four-to-three majority, 
states that the common bound-
ary between Gilpin District 
RE-1 and Boulder Valley RE-2 
be changed or modified, and 
then sets forth the legal de-
scription of the area involved. It 
further states that “in the event 
of a favorable vote on the ques-
tion by the registered tax-pay-
ing electors residing in that part 
of Gilpin County lying north of 
the described boundary, which 
is now a part of Gilpin County 
School District No. RE-1 shall 
be and become a part of Boul-
der Valley School District No. 
Re-2 upon effective date as pre-
scribed by law.” Charles Ander-
son, Neale Pine, Robert Crow 
and Beverly Wheeler voted 
for this resolution, and Dow-
ell Blake, Mildred Blake and 
Morris Steen opposed. A copy 
of the resolution will be sent to 
the Boulder Valley Board and 
Gilpin County Superintendent 
of Schools, Mrs. Laura Ress. 
Following Mrs. Ress’s deter-
mination of the validity of the 
proceedings and the accep-
tance of the boundary line by 
the Boulder Valley Board, an 
election on the question can be 
called. If the proposed detach-
ment passed at an election, 
it would take effect 30 days 
later. No date was discussed 
at the Monday night meeting, 
but it was suggested that if an 
election is set, it should be at 
such a time that would allow 
the children involved to finish 
the school year here. According 
to Superintendent Pyles, about 
78 children would be involved 
in the move, and the valuation 
of the property to be detached 
is approximately $1.6 million. 
This represents about 51 per-
cent of the County’s total valua-
tion in terms of school funds. 

Following this action, Mr. 

Robert Crow, District Director 
from Rollinsville, submitted 
his resignation to the Board 
effective midnight, March 16, 
1966. This action on his part 
was taken to avoid his recall 
election set for March 18. The 
Board will have 60 days from 
the date of his resignation to fill 
the vacancy.

The snow and cold have kept 
desirable visitors out, but some 
skiers got off the main road 
to see what they could do to a 
place before they were yelled at. 
Wish booby traps were lawful.

GAME AND PARKS 
DEPARTMENT…Wolverine 
Taken, Believed To Be Extinct 
In Colorado: According to Her-
man Schultz, Colorado Game, 
Fish and Parks Department 
wildlife conservation officer for 
Douglas County, a wolverine 
was killed in the Pine Creek 
drainage near the Rampart 
Range Feb. 18. This is the first 
verified taking of a wolverine in 
more than 25 years, and depart-
ment records show that there 
has never been one taken, or a 
confirmed sighting made. Until 
this date, the wolverine was 
believed to be extinct in Colo-
rado. The animal was shot by 
Roy Goecker, a licensed guide, 
of 4900 S. Wadsworth Blvd., 
Littleton, while he was hunting 
mountain lions. Goecker told 
game officials that his three 
hunting dogs picked up the 
wolverine’s scent and pursued 
it into a rocky draw, where the 
animal turned on the dogs. The 
guide said he was compelled 
to shoot the wolverine to save 
his dogs. Schultz estimated 
the brown and black wolver-
ine, a female about three feet 
long and weighing 21 pounds, 
was close to 20 years old. The 
animal still had long, sharp 
claws, but her normally large 
fangs were nearly worn down to 
the gums because of age. Dean 
Coleman, assistant game man-
ager for the department, said 
the wolverine’s body will be 
sent to the department biolo-
gists at Ft. Collins for study and 
examination to learn as much 
as possible, such as whether 
the female has ever given birth 
to young, or if in fact she was 
pregnant, which would confirm 
the presence of a male wolver-
ine in the same area. This will 
be a rare opportunity to learn 
more of the animal’s presence 
here,’ Coleman said “It’s the 
first recorded kill of a wolverine 
in the state during my 25 years 
with the department.” Coleman 
said, “Pound for pound, the 
wolverine probably is the most 
vicious and destructive killer of 
any wild animal. It will attack 
and fight any other animal 
regardless of size, he said. The 
present general habitat of the 
wolverine is in the northern 
states, particularly northern 
Minnesota, Wisconsin and 
Michigan.

90 years ago 
February 28, 1936

A recommendation that Clear 
Creek Canyon be used as a 
dam site instead of for highway 
purposes was made to Gov. 
Johnson Monday by George 
E. Cranmer, manager of parks 

and improvements. Proposal 
to route Highway 40 thru Clear 
Creek Canyon, supported by J. 
A. Elliott of the U. S. Bureau of 
Public Roads, has drawn the 
fire of city officials and State 
Highway Engineer C. D. Vail, 
who want the highway routed 
over Floyd Hill. Cranmer told 
the governor Monday the 
canyon contains at least two 
excellent reservoir sites and 
that use of the canyon for that 
purpose would benefit Denver, 
as well as miners and farmers 
of Jefferson County, Cranmer 
said that 25,000 to 30,000 acre 
feet of water can be brought 
to the canyon from the Wil-
liams Fork diversion project 
and suggested an 10,000 acre 
feet could be brought from the 
Snake River thru a tunnel in 
Mt. McClelland. This would be 
in excess of the needs in con-
nection with the Denver sewage 
disposal plant, which could 
be utilized to the advantage of 
Jefferson County farmers, he 
contends. He also contends that 
the proposed reservoir could be 
used for settling mine tailings, 
to the advantage of miners, who 
are now prohibited from dump-
ing tailings into Clear Creek. 
Return flow from the additional 
water would benefit the entire 
South Platte River, he said. 
The proposal would necessitate 
abandonment of the Colorado 
& Southern narrow gauge line 
up the canyon, an action long 
sought by the railroad and long 
opposed by residents of the 
district.

The proposed Chamber of 
Commerce will become a reality 
next Saturday evening, when 
a meeting will be held at the 
Opera House to perfect the 
organization. The meeting will 
be held at eight o’clock, and 
it is earnestly requested that 
all who can, from every part 
of the county, be present to 
have a voice in the selection of 
directors and other important 
matters.

120 years ago 
March 2, 1906

Sherman Harris and brother, 
John, of Russell Gulch, had 
a little excitement last Friday 
morning on their way to the 
Aduddell mine. The back strap 
of the harness broke, and the 
horse started to run away, but 
Sherman managed to get the 
horse under control after going 
a considerable distance. His 
brother, however, jumped from 
the buggy and sprained his 
ankle.

A press dispatch from Boise, 
Idaho, of Feb. 28, says that 
it has been decided that the 
investigation of the case against 
Moyer and his associates for the 
murder of former Gov. Frank 
Stennenberg shall begin before 
the grand jury at Caldwell, to-
morrow. It is not known wheth-
er Harry Orchard, who is said 
to have confessed to his part in 
the crime, will be taken before 
the jury. In the statement made 
by Gov. Gooding respecting the 
confession made by Orchard, 
it was stated that the prisoner 
had told of two unsuccessful 



PAGE 13 WEEKLY REGISTER-CALLMarch 5, 2026

attempts to slay the former 
governor. One of these was an 
effort to shoot him at his home 
a week or more ago, before the 
murder. A favorable opportu-
nity did not arrive. Prior to that, 
a bomb was laid in the pathway 
taken by the governor. It was 
arranged with a wire stretched 
across the path. The intended 
victim unconsciously stepped 
over the wire and never knew 
how close he was to death.

That was the same bomb 
afterwards used to kill him. The 
bomb was like the one laid for 
Judge Goddard, in Denver, hav-
ing a bottle of sulphuric acid so 
arranged that a pull on the wire 
could draw the cork. When the 
successful attempt was made, 
a long fishing line was attached 
to the wire, with the bomb tied 
to the inside of the gate post. A 
pull on the line fired the infer-
nal machine and accomplished 
the object. When he is placed 
on the stand and the technicali-
ties are cleared away, he will 
tell the tale that will make him 
out to be a monster.

The shipment of ore, tail-
ings and concentrates from the 
Black Hawk depot to outside 
smelters for the month of Feb-
ruary totaled 228 carloads or 
4,785 tons. This was in excess 
of the January shipments by 24 
cars or about 500 tons. During 
the latter part of the month, 
there was a shortage of empty 
cars at the depot for loading 
purposes, or the shipments 
would have been much heavier.

150 years ago 
March 3, 1876

Thirteen silver bricks, valued at 
$25,000, from the Boston & Colo-
rado smelter, in Black Hawk, were 
shipped by express from this city 

to the mint in Philadelphia.
Saturday’s Register said, “The 

Pleasant View Mining company 
would show its stockholders a hun-
dred ounces of gold in a few days.”

A masquerade skating carnival 
was held at the ice skating rink in 
Black Hawk, conducted by G. M. 
Laird, on Saturday evening. Music 
was furnished by the Rescue brass 
band of this city, and an exhibition 
of fancy skating was given by Mr. 
Jules Harmon, reported cham-
pion of the West. About 50 were 
masked.

Mrs. Fallon, residing in Black 
Hawk, while making a fire in the 
kitchen stove Monday morning, 
was stricken with apoplexy, and 
when the rest of the family arose, 
they found her dead on the kitchen 
floor.

Professor Herrman, the great 
necromancer, performed at the 
Belvidere theatre in this city, Mon-
day night.

Richard Martin, a Cornish 
miner, was instantly killed by fall-
ing down the shaft on the Bates-
Hunter mine, at Mountain City, a 
distance of 350 feet. He was 35 
years old and from St. Ives, Corn-
wall, England.

The Tuesday’s issue of the 
Register said, “John S. Hauke, on 
behalf of Gov. John A. Dix and 
other mineral claimants, has taken 
an appeal from the Central City 
townsite decision,” and that this 
meant that it would take a year or 
more before anyone could get titles 
to their city lots.

The wife of Jacob Tascher, in 
a fit of passion, attempted suicide 
on Thursday night at the family 
residence on upper Eureka Street, 
by taking a dose of strychnine. 
Doctors Edmundson and Aduddell 
worked nearly all night and suc-
ceeded in saving her life.

BRIEFSBRIEFS

A case of time
Daylight Saving Time will end at 

2 a.m. on Sunday, March 8, when 
people will advance their clocks by 
one hour.

For Gilpinites, the clock change 
will conjure up memories of what 
happened when the time changed 
on March 12, 2024. That night, a 
cashier at the Monarch Casino Resort Spa 
went to the cage and loaded $500,000 worth 
of $50 bricks of cash into a box and drove 
away to Lakewood.

Following a lengthy investigation and 
litigation that took more than a year to 
conclude, the charges against the cashier 
were dropped because she didn’t receive any 
money from the heist. However, investiga-
tors filed charges against an Aurora man 
who authorities believed was working for an 
out-of-country organization. In 2024, he was 
sentenced to 4.5 years in prison in what is 
considered the largest casino heist in Colo-
rado history. 

Life-saving class
Timberline Fire Protection District, in 

honor of longtime member Chip Smith, is 
partnering with Gilpin Ambulance Authority 
for a class on CPR and bleeding control.

This course will be taught on Saturday, 
March 14, at Timberline Fire Station No. 3 
(former Fritz Peak Observatory), 19126 Hwy 
119 Black Hawk. Class times are 10 – 11:30 
a.m. or 2-3:30 p.m. To register, visit gil-
pinambulance.com.

Shamrock Shakedown
Friends of Charlie’s Place and the Vintage 

Moose are combining to host a fund-raising 
“Shamrock Shakedown” to benefit those who 
help the Clear Creek Animal Shelter, which 
serves Gilpin and Clear Creek counties.

The event will be from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, March 14, at the Vintage 
Moose, 123 16th Ave, Idaho Springs. JRR 
Entertainment will provide music for the 
event, which will include raffles and give-
aways. Pets available for adoption also will 
be featured. Proceeds will benefit Friends of 
Charlie’s Place.

Another close call
Last Thursday, a small fire – called the Ge-

neva Fire – was reported and later contained 
near Golden Gate Canyon State Park near 
the Jefferson and Gilpin County border.

Golden Gate Fire was dispatched with 
automatic aid from Timberline Fire Protec-
tion District, Arvada Fire and the Jefferson 
County Sheriff’s Office to a residential struc-
tural fire at 10677 Ralston Creek Road.

When the first units arrived, they found 
the structure fully involved with fire and as-
sumed a defensive posture to prevent spread 
and to contain the fire to the involved build-
ing. Mutual aid responded from Golden and 
the Colorado Division of Fire Prevention and 
Control.

The Gilpin County Sheriff’s Office issued 
and later withdrew pre-evacuation notices for 
Golden Gates Estates, the Braecher Ranch-
ettes subdivision, Smith Hill Road, Crawford 
Gulch Road, sections of Highway 46 and an 
area east of the 3000 block of Gap Road.

Bear-stopping grants
Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) re-

cently opened a new round of grant funding 
to provide local Colorado communities with 
resources to reduce human-bear conflicts 
through the Human-Bear Conflict Reduction 
Community Grant Program. The application 
deadline is May 29.

“Living successfully and safely alongside 
our wildlife is an important part of who we 
are in Colorado. These grants will help pre-
vent potentially dangerous conflicts between 
bears and humans, ensuring we all can enjoy 
Colorado’s high quality of life, especially in 
our high country. These investments are an 

important tool to keep us and 
wildlife safe and prevent property 
damage,” said Gov. Jared Polis. 

This year, CPW is offering 
$1 million of grant funding for 
projects that reduce conflicts 
with bears in local communities. 
This grant program strives to 
foster solutions to human-bear 

conflict that can be replicated in other parts 
of the state and bolster those efforts in all 
communities in Colorado. The funding will 
be distributed through a competitive grant 
process this spring.

Local governments, NGOs, HOAs, com-
munity groups, businesses, tribes, universi-
ties and individuals are all eligible to receive 
funding. Applicants can apply for grants 
between $50,000 and $500,000. 

This grant provides funding to communi-
ties that want to reduce conflicts with bears 
but lack the needed resources. The program 
also helps to spark the conversation around 
conflict reduction and brings stakeholders 
together to come up with solutions. 

Applications are available on CPW’s 
website and are due by May 29, at 5 p.m. For 
questions or application assistance, please 
contact CPW Grant Manager Travis Long 
at travis.long@state.co.us. Successful grant 
recipients will be announced later this year.

Wildlife managers estimate that Colorado 
has between 17,000 - 20,000 bears, and 
the population is stable and growing. From 
2019-25, CPW has received over 32,212 
reported sightings and conflicts with bears. 
Of the 5,299 reports CPW received in 2025, 
2,448 resulted in property damage to a shed, 
garage, home, vehicle, fence, etc. Over 57 
percent were linked to trash cans and dump-
sters as an attractant, which is a target area 
CPW looks to address when awarding grants. 
Other constant sources of conflict include 
birdfeeders, livestock, bears accessing open 
garages and other human-originated items 
that are left unsecured.

Sheriff’s meeting
 Gilpin County Sheriff Kevin Armstrong 

and his Office of Emergency Management 
will host a community meeting at 5 p.m. on 
Tuesday, March 24, in the Gilpin County 
Community Center.

The topics will include “community 
preparedness for potential events” and an 
update on recent wind events during Decem-
ber.

Septic system meeting
Gilpin County will hold a meeting for 

contractors and industry professionals to 
discuss the new Onsite Wastewater Treat-
ment System (OTWS) regulations that will 
go into effect on March 13.

The meeting will take place at 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 11, in the historic county 
courthouse in Central City.

The new Gilpin regulations relate to new 
state-enacted rules regarding septic systems, 
including system design, installation, inspec-
tions and repairs for OWTA systems for 
under 2,000 gallons a day.

Democratic caucus
The Gilpin County Democratic Party will 

hold its Caucus & Assembly from 1 to 5 p.m. 
on Saturday, March 7, from 1-5 p.m. in the au-
ditorium of the Gilpin County Schools in the 
Auditorium. Check-in begins at 12:15 p.m.

This will be voters chance to hear from Gil-
pin County, State and Congressional candi-
dates; elect two precinct organizers for each 
precinct; sign up to be an election judge; 
and elect delegated to the state and district 
assemblies.

To participate, those attending must be regis-
tered as a Democrat in Gilpin County as of Feb. 
13. Other members of the public may attend but 
may not participate in dialogue or voting.

Compiled by Don Ireland

Addictive sports betting practices legislation

Editor,
On Feb. 26, a fire in 

Golden Gate Canyon was 
reported very near my 
home. It was right near the 
Jefferson/Gilpin County 
line. I was stunned by how 
much the notification times 
vary across the different 
agencies.  

Watch Duty is a free app 
run by a nonprofit organi-
zation.  

11:33 a.m. – The Watch 
Duty app sends an alert 
about a wildland fire on 
Ralston Creek and Geneva. 
Units are already on scene. 
I recognize the location as 
just northwest of my neigh-
borhood, with very heavily 
wooded, rough terrain. The 
winds are bad, so I share 
the alert with my neighbors 
in the canyon.  

• 11:44 a.m. – Watch 
Duty posts a map showing 
the pre-evacuation area, 
a three-mile radius that 
includes my neighborhood. 
Jefferson County issued 
this order. 

• 12:08 p.m. –  Watch 
Duty posts that crews have 
“knocked down” the fire.

• 12:23 p.m. –Gilpin 
County Hyper Reach 
notifies me that a pre-
evacuation order is in effect 
for my neighborhood. 39 
minutes after Watch Duty 

reported the pre-evacua-
tion order.  

• 12:29 p.m. –  Watch 
Duty posts that Gilpin 
County has clarified that 
my neighborhood is within 
the Level 2, pre-evacuation 
area.

• 12:38 p.m. –Watch 
Duty reports that the fire is 
“no longer spreading.”

• 12:59 p.m. –  Gilpin 
County Hyper Reach noti-
fies that the pre-evacuation 
order has been lifted.

• 1:06 p.m. –  Watch 
Duty reports that the pre-
evacuation order has been 
lifted.

• 2:33 p.m. –  Watch 
Duty reports that the fire is 
100 percent contained.  

Lessons to learn if you 
want to be informed about 
fires in our area:  

1. Download the Watch 
Duty app to receive notifi-
cations and updates about 
fires in multiple counties. 
Have all your friends and 
family download it too. 

2. Make sure you are also 
signed up for Hyper Reach 
through the Gilpin County 
Sheriff’s Office.  It will not 
only notify you of fires but 
also send notifications for 
other types of emergencies. 

Nancy Larson
Golden

Letter to the Editor
Send letters to news@weeklyregistercall.com
The Weekly Register-Call reserves the right to edit all letters.

Legislation to prevent harms caused by ad-
dictive sports betting practices was introduced 
in the Colorado Senate last week would ad-
dress problems arising from the growing on-
line sports betting industry by implementing 
guardrails around impulsive online betting.

The bill aims to curb addictive sports bet-
ting by imposing a limit of five deposits per 
customer within a 24-hour period and re-

stricting the use of credit 
cards for sports betting 
accounts. The bill would 
also prohibit proposi-
tion bets, or ‘prop’ bets, 
which are wagers on 
specific, usually minor, occurrences within 
an athletic event that do not depend on the 
final outcome.
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COAL CREEK CANYON FIRE 
PROTECTION DISTRICT

CENTRAL CITY
CITY OF CENTRAL, COLORADO – 

Legal Notice

Notice is hereby given that the City 
Council of the City of Central passed on 
first reading on Tuesday, March 3, 2026 
at 6:00 pm the following ordinance: 

Ordinance No. 26-01: AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF CENTRAL REPEALING AND 
REPLACING CHAPTER 6, ARTICLE X, 
AND AMENDING SECTION 10-7-20 OF 
THE CITY OF CENTRAL MUNICIPAL 

CODE CONCERNING BUSINESS 
LICENSES FOR SEXUALLY ORIENTED 

BUSINESSES.

Summary of Ordinance: The 
Ordinance repeals and replaces Article 
X, Chapter 6 of the Municipal Code to 
update the City’s regulations pertaining 
to Sexually Oriented Business Licenses.  
The Ordinance also amends certain 
provisions of Section 10-7-20 of the 
Municipal Code.  The Ordinance requires 
any owner or operator of a sexually 
oriented business (SOB) in the City to 
obtain a City license prior to operating. 
The purpose of the Ordinance is to 
ensure that SOBs, which have been 
shown to have negative secondary 
effects, are operated in a manner that will 
minimize such secondary effects.  More 
specifically, the purpose of the Ordinance 
is to regulate SOBs in order to promote 
the health, safety, and general welfare of 
the citizens of the City, and to establish 
reasonable and uniform regulations to 
prevent the deleterious secondary effects 
of SOBs within the City.

The violations for penalties of the 
Ordinance include:

Sec. 6-10-150. - Penalties and 
enforcement.

(a) It is a municipal offense for any 
person to violate any provision of this 
Article. Any person convicted of having 
violated any provision of this Article shall 
be punished as set forth in Section 1-4-
20 of this Code.

(b) Any premises, building, dwelling, 
or other structure in which a sexually 
oriented business is repeatedly operated 
or maintained in violation of this Article 
shall constitute a nuisance and shall be 
subject to civil abatement proceedings in 
a court of competent jurisdiction.

(c) The City’s legal counsel is hereby 
authorized to seek City Council 
approval to institute civil proceedings 

in any court except for the Central City 
Municipal Court that is necessary for 
the enforcement of this Article to enjoin, 
prosecute, restrain, or correct violations 
hereof. Upon receiving City Council 
approval, such proceedings shall be 
brought in the name of the City, provided, 
however, that nothing in this section and 
no action taken hereunder, shall be held 
to exclude such criminal or administrative 
proceedings as may be authorized by 
other provisions of this Article, or any of 
the laws in force in the City or to exempt 
anyone violating this code or any part of 
the said laws from any penalty which may 
be incurred. No City Council approval is 
required before the City’s legal counsel 
may bring an action in Central City 
Municipal Court.

Sec. 1-4-20. General Penalty for 
Violation.
All violations of any provision of this 

Code or any other ordinance of the City 
are hereinafter deemed noncriminal 
offenses and are civil matters, except 
those violations that are expressly 
designated as criminal offenses in 
Chapter 10 of this Code and which 
are punishable by imprisonment under 
any counterpart of state statute. Trial 
of noncriminal offenses shall be to the 
Municipal Court.

No defendant found civilly liable for a 
noncriminal offense shall be punished by 
imprisonment for said offense, but such 
defendant may be fined any amount not 
to exceed two thousand six hundred fifty 
dollars ($2,650.00).

Any person convicted of a criminal 
violation of any section of this Code 
shall be fined a sum of not more than 
two thousand six hundred fifty dollars 
($2,650.00), imprisoned for not more than 
three hundred sixty-four (364) days, or 
both fined and imprisoned as set forth 
in this subsection, except as hereinafter 
provided in Section 1-4-30 below.

Any person convicted of a noncriminal 
or criminal offense in Municipal Court 
shall, in addition to any fine imposed, 
be liable for all court costs imposed by 
the Court.(e)The penalties provided in 
this Section 1-4-20 shall be applicable to 
every section of this Code, as though it 
were a part of each and every separate 
section. Any person convicted of a 
violation of any section of this Code, 
where any duty is prescribed or obligation 
imposed or where any act which is of a 
continuing nature is forbidden or declared 
to be unlawful, shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor.(f)A separate offense 

shall be deemed committed upon each 
day such duty or obligation remains 
unperformed or such act continues, 
unless otherwise specifically provided in 
this Code.

License suspension and license 
revocation proceedings included in the 
Ordinance include the following: 

Sec. 6-10-80. - Suspension.

The City Manager may issue a written 
notice of intent to suspend a sexually 
oriented business license for a period not 
to exceed thirty (30) days if the sexually 
oriented business licensee has knowingly 
or recklessly violated this Article or 
has knowingly or recklessly allowed 
an employee or any other person to 
violate this Article. A suspension is not a 
prerequisite to a revocation of a sexually 
oriented business license.

Sec. 6-10-90. - Revocation.

(a)  The City Manager shall issue 
a written notice of intent to revoke a 
sexually oriented business license if the 
licensee knowingly or recklessly violates 
this Article or has knowingly or recklessly 
allowed an employee or any other person 
to violate this Article and a suspension 
of the licensee’s license has become 
effective within the previous twelve-month 
(12-mo.) period.

(b) The City Manager shall issue 
a written notice of intent to revoke a 
sexually oriented business license if:

(1) The licensee has knowingly given 
false information in the application for the 
sexually oriented business license;

(2)  The licensee has knowingly or 
recklessly engaged in or allowed 
possession, use, or sale of controlled 
substances on the premises of the 
sexually oriented business;

(3)  The licensee has knowingly or 
recklessly engaged in or allowed 
prostitution on the premises of the 
sexually oriented business;

(4)  The licensee knowingly or recklessly 
operated the sexually oriented business 
during a period of time when the license 
was finally suspended or revoked;

(5)  The licensee has knowingly or 
recklessly engaged in or allowed any 
specified sexual activity or specified 
criminal activity to occur in or on the 
premises of the sexually oriented 
business;

(6) The licensee has knowingly or 
recklessly allowed a person under the 
age of twenty-one (21) years to consume 
alcohol on the premises of the sexually 
oriented business;

(7) The licensee has knowingly or 
recklessly allowed a person under the 
age of eighteen (18) years to appear in 
a semi-nude condition or in a state of 
nudity on the premises of the sexually 
oriented business; or

(8) The licensee has knowingly or 
recklessly allowed three (3) or more 
violations of this Article within a twelve-
month period.

(9) The licensee has failed to meet or 
maintain the qualifications to be issued or 
to hold the license.

(c)  The fact that any relevant conviction 
is being appealed shall have no effect on 
the revocation of the license, provided 
that, if any conviction which serves 
as a basis of a license revocation is 
overturned or reversed on appeal, that 
conviction shall be treated as null and of 
no effect for revocation purposes.

(d)  When, after the notice and hearing 
procedure described in this Article, the 
City revokes a license, the revocation 
shall continue for one (1) year and the 
licensee shall not be issued a sexually 
oriented business license for one (1) 
year from the date revocation becomes 
effective.

A copy of the Ordinance is available 
on the City’s website: www.colorado.
gov/centralcity  or at the office of the 
City Clerk.  The Ordinance is currently 
scheduled to be considered on second 
reading (public hearing) on Tuesday, 
March 17, 2026 at 6:00pm at City 
Hall, 141 Nevada Street, Central City, 
Colorado 80427.

CITY OF CENTRAL, COLORADO

/s/ Jeremy Fey, Mayor

Approved as to form /s/ Marcus 
McAskin, City Attorney

Attest: /s/ Reba Bechtel, City Clerk

Published in The Weekly Register-Call
Published: March 5, 2026
Legal # 7124
________________________

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 
FOR HEARING ON PETITION FOR 
EXCLUSION OF REAL PROPERTY 
FROM THE COAL CREEK CANYON 

FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to all 
interested persons that a Petition for 
Exclusion of real property has been filed 
with the Board of Directors of the Coal 
Creek Canyon Fire Protection District.  
The Board of Directors has fixed Monday, 
the 9th day of March, 2026, at the hour of 
7:00 p.m., at 32895 Highway 72, Golden, 
Colorado, as the date, time and place of 
an open meeting at which such Petitions 
shall be heard.

The name and address of the Petitioner 
and property to be excluded from the 
District are generally described as 
follows:

Property Owner/Address:
Ten Eyck Revocable Joint Trust 
dated October 18, 2023 

98 South Rogers Way 

Golden, Colorado 80401

Property Description: 
Lot 1, Canyon Pines Filing No. 2, 

Jefferson County, Colorado.

All interested parties may appear at 
such hearing to show cause in writing 
why such Petitions should not be 
granted.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS OF THE COAL CREEK 
CANYON FIRE PROTECTION 
DISTRICT.

COAL CREEK CANYON FIRE 
PROTECTION DISTRICT
 
By: /s/ Dave Thompsen, Chair
 

Published in The Weekly Register-Call
Published: March 5, 2026
Legal # 7125
________________________

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING FOR 
HEARING ON PETITIONS FOR 

EXCLUSION OF REAL PROPERTY 
FROM THE COAL CREEK CANYON 

FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to all 
interested persons that fourteen (14) 
Petitions for Exclusion of real property 
have been filed with the Board of 
Directors of the Coal Creek Canyon 
Fire Protection District.  The Board of 
Directors has fixed Monday, the 9th day 
of March, 2026, at the hour of 7:00 p.m., 
at 32895 Highway 72, Golden, Colorado, 
as the date, time and place of an open 
meeting at which such Petitions shall be 
heard.

The names and addresses of the 
Petitioners and property to be excluded 
from the District are generally described 
as follows:

1. Property Owner/Address:
Section 27, LLC
1480 North Humboldt Street
Denver, Colorado 80218
Property Description:
Lots 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 

17, 21, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 36, 37, 
38, 40, 41, 42, 47, 49, 51, 52, 53, 54, 57, 
58, 59, 60, 61, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 71, 
73, 74, 75, 77, 78, 79, 87, 88, 89 and 90, 
and Tract E, Canyon Pines Subdivision, 
Jefferson County, Colorado.

Lots 2, 3 and 5, Canyon Pines, Filing 
No. 2, Jefferson County, Colorado.

2. Property Owner/Address: 
CP Dev Co, LLC
1480 North Humboldt Street
Denver, Colorado 80218
Property Description:
Lots 4, 9, 10, 14, 18, 20, 22, 29, 34, 

35, 39, 44, 45, 46, 48, 50, 55, 56, 63, 
70, 76, 80, 81, 85 and 86, Canyon Pines 
Subdivision, Jefferson County, Colorado.
Lot No. 2, Jefferson County, Colorado.

3. Property Owner/Address:
Gregory J. Carelli
6816 Gold Branch Drive 
Niwot, Colorado 80503
Property Description: 
Lot 19, Canyon Pines Subdivision, 

Jefferson County, Colorado.

4. Property Owner/Address:
Dahlia Farm, LLC
721 Ridgemont Circle 
Highlands Ranch, Colorado 80126
Property Description: 
Lot 32, Canyon Pines Subdivision, 
Jefferson County, Colorado.

5. Property Owner/Address: 
Hoffine Living Trust 
Dated November 9, 2020
825 Delechant Drive
Eire, Colorado 80516
Property Description: 
Lot 43, Jefferson County, Colorado.

6. Property Owner/Address:
Los Tres Guapos 62, LLC
121 Adams Street
Denver, Colorado 80206
Property Description: 
Lot 62, Canyon Pines Subdivision, 

Jefferson County, Colorado.

7. Property Owners/Address:
Carol Wyatt and Sallie Woodell

14 North Moffat Road
Arvada, Colorado 80403
Property Description: 
Lot 72, Canyon Pines Subdivision, 

Jefferson County, Colorado.

8. Property Owners/Address: 
Jeremy Burmeister and David Will
22 North Moffat Road 
Arvada, Colorado 80403
Property Description: 
Lot 82, Canyon Pines Subdivision, 

Jefferson County, Colorado.

9. Property Owner/Address:
Paris Revocable Trust u/t/a 
dated June 2, 2022
24 North Moffat Road
Arvada, Colorado 80403
Property Description: 
Lot 83, Canyon Pines Subdivision, 

Jefferson County, Colorado.

10. Property Owner/Address:
Michael G. Troemel
5244 Irving Avenue South 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55419
Property Description: 
Lot 84, Canyon Pines Subdivision, 

Jefferson County, Colorado.

11. Property Owner/Address:
Canyon Pines Metropolitan District
7555 East Hampden Avenue, Suite 501 
Denver, Colorado 80231
Property Description: 
Tracts A, B, C, D, F, G, H, I and J, 
Canyon Pines Subdivision, Jefferson 

County, Colorado.

12. Property Owner/Address:
City of Arvada
8101 Ralston Road 
Arvada, Colorado 80002
Property Description:
Tract A, Canyon Pines Filing No. 

2, Jefferson County, Colorado; and 
Streets and public ways, Canyon Pines 
Subdivision, Jefferson County, Colorado.

13. Property Owner/Address:
Charles C. McKay Irrevocable Trust 
dated April 18, 2014
9855 Blue Mountain Drive
Arvada, Colorado 80403
Property Description: 
A tract of land located in the SW ¼ of 

Section 18, Township 2 South, Range 
70 West and the SE ¼ and the NE ¼ of 
Section 13, Township 2 South, Ranch 71 
West of the 6th P.M., Jefferson County, 
Colorado, and as more particularly 
described in the Petition for Exclusion 
filed with the Board of Directors of the 
District.

All interested parties may appear at 
such hearing to show cause in writing 
why such Petitions should not be 
granted.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS OF THE 
COAL CREEK CANYON FIRE 

PROTECTION DISTRICT.

COAL CREEK CANYON FIRE 
PROTECTION DISTRICT
 
By: /s/ Dave Thompsen, Chair
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Published: March 5, 2026
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(Strictly for amusement only. 
Grandpa Sassy has been hearing 
about the county commissioners’ 
upcoming discussion of a ballot-
question sales tax for Gilpin 
County. Well, being the curious 
fellow that he is, Grandpa Sassy 
quizzed his friends and neighbors 
if they’d vote for a tax hike. The 
results were rather unanimous. 
Accordingly, his position is: Call 
Coroner Zane Laubhan because 
this tax scheme is DOA (Dead On 
Arrival). Speaking of dead, it’s 
time for Grandpa to unearth his 
weekly prognostications for those 
of you who want their weekly 
horoscope.)
PISCES – Feb 19/March 20 – 

Grandpa Sassy’s buddy Leo is 
ticked about talk of a tax hike. 
“How can I a!ord a tax hike,” 
asked Leo, adding, “I won’t have 
enough money to gamble.” 
Grandpa advises to watch your 
pennies, which aren’t made any 
longer.
ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20 – This 

Saturday night, March 8, the 
clocks will move forward one 
hour. Grandpa Sassy will be 
snoring when 2 a.m. rolls 
around. If you’re like him, 
change the clocks Saturday 
night before you hit the sack.
TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21 – 

Grandpa Sassy’s dim-witted 
friend Lenny lost $200 bucks 
betting on the Nuggets last 
week. Actually, he lost $100 on 
the game but was silly enough 
to bet another $100 on the 
replay, hoping the outcome 
would change. State legislators 
are talking about limiting 
sports-betting, although maybe 
they’re probably thinking about 
Leo.
GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21 

– Grandpa Sassy won $100 
while playing on a Leprechaun-
themed game in Central City 
last week. He suggests playing 
one in your favorite casino, so 
you might get lucky in advance 
of St. Patrick’s Day.
CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22— 

Speaking of St. Patty’s Day, 
did you know the patron saint 
is credited for driving the 
snakes out of Ireland? Actually, 
Ireland is one of the few island 
nations where snakes aren’t an 
indigenous creature.
LEO – July 23/Aug 23 – Ok, 

Leos, it’s your turn. Your 
horoscope says you’re splashing 
on too much perfume or 
cologne. Do your friends a 
favor and use less, so they don’t 
consider you a skunk.
VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22— 

Grandpa Sassy advised Virgos 
to remember to lock their 
cars each time they pull into a 
parking lot. However, get out of 
the car before you lock it.
LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23— 

Grandpa Sassy’s pal, Moe, was 
thinking about applying to 
be on the Survivor TV show. 
However, he dropped the 
idea when Grandpa reminded 
him that he puts on a jacket 
when it’s just under 80 degrees 
outside.
SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22 – A 

reminder to Scorpios: you don’t 
have to claim casino winnings 
on your taxes for 2026 unless 
you hit a jackpot of $2,000 or 
more. Of course, the larger 
problem is whether or not you’ll 

hit that jackpot in 2026.
SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 

21— This is an odd March in 
Black Hawk because there’s one 
fewer casino in town with the Z 
Casino having closed this past 
Sunday. Fortunately, there’s still 
14 other casinos where you can 
try your luck in town.
CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20— 

Wise Capricorns realize they 
should be glad they don’t have 
to pay taxes for winning a $100 
bonus round on a slot machine. 
What many won’t acknowledge 
is when they win $100, they 
usually donate it to another 
machine in the casino.
AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18- 

Okay, Aries. You might not 
like taxes. However, would 
you rather pay more taxes at 
a store… or have one of the 
county commissioners knocking 
at your door with a cup in their 
hand – asking you if you’d 
like to donate to their worthy 
cause? 

Current Job Openings for the City of Black Hawk – Go to 
www.cityofblackhawk.org and click on Job Openings for full 
Job Descriptions, Requirements, and to apply online.
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FACILITIES MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN I: $59,676 - $83,547 / Annual (paid hourly), DOQ/E. 
Provides a variety of skilled and semi-skilled work in the construction, maintenance, repair, inspec-
tion, restoration, and cleaning of both city-occupied and leased buildings and facilities. Works 
varied schedules to limit the disruption to City operations. Responds to calls for maintenance and 
repair services 24/7. Excellent Benefits package (See Benefits). Apply Now: https://www.
cityofblackhawk.org/

FLEET SUPERVISOR: $103,749 - $145,249 / Annual (paid hourly), DOQ/E. This is a working 
technical foreman level position responsible for the technical activities and functions involved in 
the efficient operation of the fleet service facility. The incumbent supervises all equipment, materi-
als, and personnel involved in the maintenance and repair of the City’s fleet of vehicles and equip-
ment, both light and heavy, including police, fire, and transit vehicles. Provides assistance and 
technical guidance to subordinate personnel. Excellent Benefits package (See Benefits). Apply 
Now: https://www.cityofblackhawk.org/

WATER UTILITY OPERATOR I, II, III or IV, Salary Range: $57,555 - $107,249 / Annual (paid 
hourly), DOQ/E.  Operator I: Colorado Class “D” Water Plant Operator and Class 1 Distribution 
Systems Certifications required within one (1) year of employment. Operator II: Colorado Class 
“C” Water Plant Operator and Class 2 Distribution Systems Certifications required. Operator III: 
Colorado Class “B” Water Plant Operator and Class 3 Distribution Systems Certifications required. 
Operator IV: Colorado Class “A” Water Plant Operator and Class 4 Distribution Systems Certifica-
tions required. A Water Utility Operator III will operate and maintain the water treatment plants, dis-
tribution system, raw water system, maintain and repair water mains, service lines, valves, pumps, 
and water-related appurtenances. This is the journey-level class in the Utility Operator series and 
is expected to perform a full range of all duties with minimal instruction and assistance. Excellent 
Benefits package (See Benefits). Apply Now: https://www.cityofblackhawk.org/Patent Mini 

Storage
•  Minutes from 

Central City.
• Great Rates. 
• No long-term 

contracts.
• Contact us  

   303-582-5108
F26, M5, M12, M19

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE is hereby given of a Public 
Hearing before the City Council of the 
City of Black Hawk at 3:00 P.M. on 
Wednesday, March 25, 2026, at 211 
Church Street, Black Hawk, Colorado, 
for the purpose of considering the 
adoption by reference of the Wildfire 
Resiliency Code, 2025 edition, including 
all appendices thereto.

Electronic and hard copies of the above-
referenced code will be on file at the City 
Clerk’s office, starting at least fifteen (15) 
days before the Public Hearing, and may 

be inspected during regular business 
hours. If enacted as an Ordinance of this 
City, this code as amended will not be 
published in full, but in accordance with 
state law, copies will be kept on file.

The above referenced code is 
published by the Colorado Division of 
Fire Prevention & Control, 690 Kipling 
St, Suite 2000, Denver, CO 80215. The 
subject matter and purpose of the Wildfire 
Resiliency Code is to mitigate the risk to 
life and structures from the intrusion of 
fire from wildland fire exposures and fire 
exposures from adjacent structures and 
to mitigate structure fires from spreading 

to wildland fuels in the City.
This Notice is given and published by 

the order of the City Council. DATED this 
25th day of February 2026.

ALL INTERESTED PARTIES MAY 
ATTEND
CITY OF BLACK HAWK

Melissa A. Greiner, CMC City Clerk

Published in The Weekly Register-Call
First Publication: March 5, 2026
Last Publication: March 12, 2026
Legal # 7127
________________________

Commercial 
Property for 
Rent/Lease

– 115 Main St., Central City
– Store Front Location next to 
Famous Bonanza Casino

   For more info, call, text 
or email Bob,  
303-885-0700 

frmayor51@gmail.com
M5, M12, M19, M26M5, M12, M19, M26
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Local Agents.

Local Office.

Local Expertise.

View our current listings at: debbraabeyta.kw.com

Stop by our o!ce 
conveniently 

 located at:

1845 Miner St. 
(Miner & Soda Creek)

Idaho Springs, CO 80452

DEBBRA ABEYTA
OWNER/AGENT

BART BOCKMAN
OWNER/OPERATIONS

ALYSSA BELL
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Contact our team for a FREE Market Analysis! 303-669-5822 or 
(Mention this Ad to Receive up to $1000 Towards Closing Costs*)

*excludes land transactions

We can sell your house faster and for the best price possible!

OUR FEATURED PROPERTIES

Your Mountain Area Specialists
We Are The #1 Team in Clear Creek County

Now Serving the Summit Area

67 Thistle Trail 
$824,000

FOR SALE

200 Rose St.
$1,200,000

FOR SALE

258 Upper Forest Rd.
$683,000 

SOLD

565 Bald Mountain
$998,000

FOR SALE

592 Brook Dr.
$1,170,000

FOR SALE

 8630 Fall River 
$900,000

FOR SALE

400 Upper Forest Rd. 
$699,000

FOR SALE

4120 Fall River Rd.
$557,000

SOLD

178 Elk Road 
$399,000

SOLD

735 Colorado Blvd
$599,000

FOR SALE

379 Rainbow Rd.
 $900,000

SOLD

 57 Overlook Ct.
$875,000

SOLD




